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WASHINGTON (UPL) -
DNefense Secretary Melvin R,
T.aird sald yesterday the
United States would remain

" in Vietnam until U.S, prison-

ers of war ave freed.

“Vietnamization cannet be
completed as far as I'm con-
cerned until these prisoners
are freed,” Laird {old the
Senale foreign relations
committee.

Laird festificd on a pro-
posal to purnp 5255 million in
foreign aid into Cambodia,
acknowledging that “a com-

wmitment” had alrcady been
made fo Vietnam’s embal-
{led neighbor.

BUT BIGEYT of the two-
hour l;ocunla, was devoted o
the  prisoner-of-war Jssue
and the circumstances sui-
rounding the abortive Now.
21 commando mission {o res-
cue some of them irom &
camp rear Hanol,
1 air d dcmul Ci

11nn Imu'*’ in ac
prisoncrs would be

FUOWAS LYWFT o Hon
Claiborne Pell, D-R.I., ic
raise  the queslion &l
overall policy rega
prisoners. Ie reasor
since  the Vietns siioy
program is the alternative ts
a neouimto’l settlement, hz
could nol see how it would
cver lead to the relense of
vrisoners—since Hanol re-
Fuses 1o let them go unfil the
fighting ends.

“his is one of the m
concerns we have,” ]
said. “The Victpamizai
program cannol be comunio!
od as {ar as Do congernad
umil ﬂﬂme 1»1;0;}@15

anLLlnmes ptc;rm
dves fur rescue s s,
“1 will apprave
sgain.”

Taird, who was luie [

51

ol

1 )ec.

cired to telk alterwards

- about” how large a force

would be left in Vietnam
while the prisoners arve
there. -

l“ulbnpbt .md it “seermed
“reasonahle’ to him ihat ti‘:e
Admini bilduﬂn would ordsr

the rescue mission with the
full knowledge that no pris-

oners were aft Son i Tay. He

said the mission would ha:

Dbecn far more perilous if the .

prisoners had heen there,

STHIRE COULD e other
reasons justifying the
sion,” ke said. “It’s per
ly understzndable that ithe
President might waut to
raake a gesture that {he
POW’s won’t he forgotten

... mud to demonsirate lo

the North Vietnamese just
how helpless they are, io
show we have the capabifity

almost at will to invade their

country.”
Bristling, Taird accused
Iulbright of blocking a rese-

~lution commanding the com-

mandees and the mission il-
self, contending that Il‘ul

'hnﬁht was quc"honmg* ihe

“yalor of these men.’
Fulbright said he was aob
questioning  anyona’s cour-
age, Lut only the decision
bahind the mi:';;eir)n ilself
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